Effect of bite force on the masseteric electromyographic silent period in man.
The duration of the masseteric EMG silent period as induced by tapping on the chin was measured at different levels of sustained bite force. Under both open bite and normal occlusion, the duration of the silent period was inversely related to the magnitude of the bite force. For bite force of the same magnitude, the value of the silent period remained relatively constant for the same subject in different trials (SEM congruent to 1 per cent), whereas the absolute values of the silent periods ranged far and wide for different individuals even under similar experimental conditions.